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The Little Book on 
Wide Angle Lenses

• Angles of view

• Stabilization

• Focus limiters

• Shooting techniques

• Lens construction

• Helpful accessories



This lecture is available as a PDF
www.TheFStopsHere.org

http://www.TheFStopsHere.org


* Exposing action 
sequences


* Focusing action 
sequences


* Panning

* Car show 

techniques
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exposing action9
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We think about 
crisp action in 

terms of fast 
shutter speed. But 

with automotive 
photography, if we 
shoot too fast, we 

cannot tell if the 
car is moving.

Sony A7R4

Sony 70-200 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/80

F/6.3
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We think about 
crisp action in 

terms of fast 
shutter speed. But 

with automotive 
photography, if we 
shoot too fast, we 

cannot tell if the 
car is moving.

Sony A9

70-200 f/2.8


ISO 1000

1/2500


F/3.2
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Instead a shutter 
speed around 

1/200 is just about 
perfect. I have 

shot even slower 
when panning 

with the subject.

Sony A7R4

Sony 70-200 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/200


F/8
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We will be working 
at close distance, 

which creates a 
naturally shallower 
depth of field, but 

depending on 
where you stand, 

the proximity of 
the background 

might mitigate that 
factor.

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/400

F/6.3
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That said, to get 
as much of the 
car in focus as 

possible, it may 
be prudent to stop 
down to around f/

8.

Sony A7R4

Sony 70-200 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/200


F/10
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But we may still 
find that we need 

to increase ISO 
values, especially 

if the track is 
shaded due to 

weather.

Sony A7R4

Sony 70-200 f/2.8


ISO 1000

1/2500


F/3.2
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When dealing with 
action we are 

more concerned 
with an 

appropriately 
exposed subject 

than with the 
totality of the 

scene.

Sony A7R4

Sony 70-200 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/200


F/10



focusing action17
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You will want to 
be in AF-C 

focusing mode. 
You can be 

successful in 
following the 

action with or 
without tracking.

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/200


F/9
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But if you have 
tracking it will 

identify the subject 
and stick with it 
throughout the 

movement.

Sony A7R4

Sony 70-200 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/200


F/9
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Panning is a 
different trick 

altogether. We 
track the subject 
in the same way 

as before.

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/200


F/9
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However we slow 
down our shutter 
speed and follow 
the car, keeping it 

in the same part 
of the frame. This 

way the 
background blurs 

more than the 
subject.

Sony A9

70-200 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/80

F/6.3
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This usually 
means a shutter 
speed between 
1/80 and 1/200 

and either a 
stopped down 

aperture or a 
neutral density 

filter.

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/100


F/14



car show23
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Here we will be 
shooting lower to 

the ground and 
much wider.

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/100


F/9
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This is a great 
opportunity for 

parts and pieces 
shooting. 

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/100


F/9
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This is a great 
opportunity for 

parts and pieces 
shooting. 

Sony A7R4

Sony 16-35 f/2.8


ISO 100

1/100


F/9



what to bring27



lenses28



extras29

• batteries

• memory

• monopod
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Now let’s turn it over to 
Scott.


